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Test your h20 iq trivia 
at code beer company

Event recap
The Lower Platte South Natural Resources District, University 
of Nebraska Medical Center, and NE  Extension hosted a packed 
Test Your H2O IQ Trivia Night on January 23rd at Code Beer 
Company. Ten teams competed, answering questions on water 
science, conservation, and policy in a fun, interactive setting. 
 
The event successfully raised awareness about water issues 
while fostering community engagement. Encouraged by 
the enthusiasm, LPSNRD plans to continue hosting similar 
educational events. Stay updated by following us on social 
media!
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The success of Kloefkorn Elementary’s Nature Night was made possible 
thanks to the dedicated collaboration of local organizations, each 
committed to promoting environmental education. Partners included:



 Exciting news 
for trail enthusiasts and 
community adventurers! 
On February 19th, the 
Board officially greenlit 
the Scope of Services 
Agreement with JEO 
Consulting Group, setting 
the wheels in motion for the 
highly anticipated MoPac 
East Connector Trail. This 
game-changing project 
will finally bridge the 
gap between Lincoln and 

Omaha, creating a seamless, 
scenic, and safe connection 
for cyclists, walkers, and 
outdoor lovers alike. 
 
JEO Consulting Group, a 
trailblazer in design and 
engineering, emerged as a 
top contender in a rigorous 
selection process. With 
deep-rooted community 
ties and experience leading 
last year’s evaluation 
study, JEO is primed to hit 
the ground running. Their 

study 
update

scan 
to 
Follow 
along

expertise ensures a smooth 
path forward, bringing 
this vision to life with 
precision and efficiency. 
 
Beyond linking communities, 
the MoPac East Connector 
Trail plays a pivotal role in 
the Great American Rail 
Trail—a 3,700-mile coast-
to-coast route redefining 
cross-country travel for 
outdoor enthusiasts. Once 
completed, the MoPac 
extension will provide a 
continuous passage from 
the Elmwood/Wabash 
area to the Lied Platte 
River Trailhead, expanding 
Nebraska’s reputation 
as a premier destination 
for recreation and eco-
friendly transportation. 
 
As excitement builds, the 
District remains committed 
to open communication 
and collaboration 
with landowners and 

stakeholders. By prioritizing 
partnerships with those 
directly impacted, we aim 
to streamline the process, 
minimize disruptions, and 
maximize success. Key 
design milestones will 
be unveiled at a public 
open house, giving the 
broader community a 
chance to stay engaged. 
 
Together, JEO and LPSNRD 
are shaping a safe, 
efficient, and lasting trail 
system—one that will serve 
generations to come. Stay 
tuned as we embark on this 
transformational journey to 
connect cities, communities, 
and adventurers through 
the MoPac East Connector 
Trail!
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Preliminary route 
recommendation as of sept. 25, 2024

Alignment D was presented for public feedback at the September 
25 public meetings.

Community Identified Priorities for route seleCtion

Safety and making use of existing infrastructure were the top identified priorities, followed by 
cost-effectiveness and the use of existing right-of-way.

PubliC Comment highlights  
from the AlternAtives PlAnning PhAse 
october 2024

On September 25, 2024, the third and final round of public open houses was held to provide a 
study update and gather community feedback on the preliminary route recommendation for the 
MoPac East Connector Trail Study. 

The study team evaluated five total alternatives in the Alternatives Planning Phase, 
ultimately recommending Alignment D as the preliminary route recommendation.  
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The journey from concept 
to completion is carefully 

mapped out:

Design Phase 
Underway now, with completion 

expected by fall 2025

Construction Kickoff 
Targeted for fall 2026

Phased Implementation  
Ensuring a strategic and efficient rollout



explorea Saline Wetland Scan to Register
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