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The Lower Platte South Natural Resources 
District Board of Directors has appointed 
David Potter as General Manager. Potter 
has served as Assistant General Manager 
for the last nine years. He is also a former 
LPSNRD Board Member (14 years), county 
board  member, city planner, county zoning 
administrator, community planning and 
landscape design consultant, and has an 
agriculture background. As a life-long 
resident of rural Valparaiso and a Kansas 
State University graduate, Potter brings 
both staff and board-level experience to 
the position. He has extensive knowledge 
of LPSNRD programs, finances, and 
partnerships.

David Potter Named General Manager

The Lower Platte South Natural Resources 
District welcomes David Hibler of rural 
Plattsmouth as the new Director representing 
Subdistrict 2, filling the vacancy left by former 
Director Seth Hawkins. His experience and 
dedication to local conservation efforts will 
help guide District priorities in protecting 
water quality, managing flood control, 
and promoting sustainable land use. As a 
Director, Hibler will work closely with fellow 
board members to represent the interests 
of Subdistrict 2 residents and property 
owners and advance the District’s mission of 
responsible natural resources management.

David Hibler Appointed to Board

The Lower Platte South Natural Resources 
District has promoted Steve Herdzina to 
Water Resources Coordinator. Herdzina 
has been with the District since 2008, 
serving most recently as Water Resources 
Compliance Specialist. Over his 17 years 
with LPSNRD, he has played a key role in 
implementing ground water management 
programs, monitoring compliance, and 
supporting water quality initiatives. In 
his new role, Herdzina will coordinate the 
District’s water resources projects and 
partnerships, continuing his long-standing 
commitment to protecting and managing 
southeast Nebraska’s vital ground water 
systems.

Steve Herdzina Promoted



High School Biology Field Trips

The NRD’s high school biology field trips wrapped up at the end of October — and we’re 
proud to report a perfect record! Despite much-needed rains, not a single trip was canceled 
due to weather. Over 1,000 high schoolers joined us “over the hills and through the woods” to 
discover the magic of our natural resources up close.

Students rolled up their sleeves and pant legs to net aquatic critters and dig through mud and 
algae, discovering what lies beneath the surface. Along the trails, they hiked through shady 
woodlands and open prairies, spotting invasive plants and marveling at mushrooms recycling 
fallen leaves into new soil. A few lucky groups even caught glimpses of deer along the way!

The field trips may be done for the fall, but don’t worry — they’ll be back this spring, starting 
in late March and running through the end of the school year.

1
East Central Land Judging Competition

October 8th brought some friendly (and muddy) competition as 270 FFA students from 16 
schools participated in the East Central Land Judging Contest. The top five teams advanced 
to the State Competition at Lake Wanahoo on October 22nd — congratulations to Elmwood-

Murdock (1st), Central (2nd), Milford (3rd), East Butler (4th), and Mead (5th)!

At the State level, Elmwood-Murdock FFA claimed first place for the second year in a row, 
followed by Heartland, Beatrice, Doniphan-Trumbull, and Syracuse. These five teams have 
earned their spot in the National Competition in El Reno, Oklahoma, in May 2026. Way to go, 

teams — we’re rooting for you!
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Classroom Presentations

When the LPSNRD Environmental Education (EE) team isn’t out running big events, they’re 
busy bringing the outdoors inside — visiting classrooms across the district and teaching 

students about Nebraska’s amazing natural resources.

This fall, popular topics have included trees, Nebraska mammals, the water cycle, and the 
always-fascinating ground water flow model. (Trust us — kids love watching the “underground 

water” move!)

If you’d like to have someone from the NRD visit your classroom or just want to learn more 
about what we offer, drop a line to Adam Sutton at asutton@lpsnrd.org. 
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Family Nature Nights

The LPSNRD’s Family Nature Nights are in full swing, bringing families together to explore and 
celebrate the outdoors. In September, more than 270 students and their families joined the fun 
at Arnold Elementary.

And we’re just getting started! Upcoming Family Nature Nights are planned at East Butler 
(Dwight and Brainard), Lakeview, Roper, Robinson, West Lincoln, Huntington, and St. Peter  
Elementary Schools.

Keep an eye out for flyers if your student’s school is on the list! Interested in hosting a Nature 
Night at your school? Have a school administrator contact Adam Sutton at asutton@lpsnrd.org.
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LPSNRD expenditures, FY2026 Budget

$3,136,000 (8%)

wetlands, consv. easements,
tree plantings, habitat, & Wmas

$2,442,250 (6%)

trails/conservation  
corridors

information 
& education

$454,000 (1%)

operations & personnel
$6,517,321 (16%)

enwra
$449,380 (1%)

platte river
$445,879 (1%)

Soil & water 
Conservation

$1,487,764 (4%)

cash reserves
$800,000 (2%) sinking funds

$11,275,593 (28%)

flood control dams
$1,496,000 (4%)

ground water 
management
$1,094,705 (3%)

integrated 
management
$66,000 (0%)

urban stormwater management
$5,281,000 (13%)

o&m of stormwater 
facilities
$4,639,898 (12%)

community 
assistance programs
$575,239 (1%)
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