
Agenda Item # 16                 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
REPORT TO THE                                       

         LOWER PLATTE SOUTH NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 
April 15, 2020 

 
 

PERSONNEL: 
 

o Devin Heusinkvelt has been hired as the NRCS Soil Conservationist in the Weeping Field 
Office.  He graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in December 2016 with a 
B.S. in Animal Science and Grazing Livestock Systems with minors in Rangeland 
Ecology and Beef Industry.  Devin was the Soil Conservationist in the Oshkosh, NE Field 
Office for the past 3 years. 
 

o USDA Service Center Operations – Service Centers are currently closed to the public to 
avoid face-to-face interactions with customers.  Producers may contact their local office 
to make arrangements to conduct business by alternate means, such as over the phone, 
electronically, or by mail.  Staff will continue to complete field work while following social 
distancing guidelines. 

   
LAND TREATMENT: 

  
o The Conservation Technicians are still receiving construction checkout information for 

completed structural practices and submitting payments for completed projects.  The 
deadline for completion of 2019 NRD applications is April 30th.  They’re also starting to 
work on designs for the LPSNRD Summer Conservation Program applications. 

 
PROGRAMS: 
 

o EQIP - Staff is currently working to complete ranking of all application received prior to 
the cutoff deadline.  The ranking deadlines are May 15th for all State/Area ranking pools 
and June 1st for the LPSNRD ranking pool.   

 Lancaster County: 27 applications 
 Cass County:  25 applications 

 
o CRP - FSA’s general CRP signup has been completed.  FSA has accepted approximately 

80-90 offers within Cass and Lancaster Counties.  The deadline for completing CRP 
contracts is September 11th. 

 
o CStP - NRCS is currently the process of ranking all general and renewal applications.  

The next deadline for ranking is April 24th for 2014 & 2015 contracts. 
 Lancaster County:  29 applications  
 Cass County:  3 contracts 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS:   
 

 National Arbor Day – April 24th 

 Conservation Stewardship FY20 Signup Deadline – May 29th 

 
 
Cory Schmidt - District Conservationist 
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POSITION

NRD NARD

48 Stinner Change provisions relating to sufficient cause for 

nonuse of a water appropriation

NR 2/13/2019 - S 2/14/2019     

2/21/2019

2/28/2019     

3/7/2019

3/12/2019     

3/15/2019

3/21/2019

103 Linehan Change provisions relating to property tax 

requests

RV 1/24/2019 O O 2/5/2019  

2/11/2019

2/19/2019     

3/1/2019

3/5/2019  

3/7/2019

3/12/2019

177 Lindstrom Change a termination date for bonding authority of 

natural resources districts ***PRIORITY BILL***

NR 2/14/2019 S S 3/18/2019     

4/8/2019

4/10/2019    

4/26/2019

4/30/2019     

5/2/2019

5/8/2019

243 Gragert Create the Healthy Soils Task Force  

***PRIORITY BILL***

AG 1/29/2019 S M 3/15/2019     

3/21/2019

3/25/2019     

4/3/2019

4/3/2019  

4/11/2019

4/17/2019

293 Speaker Scheer Provide, change and eliminate provisions relating 

to appropriations

AP 2/26/2019 - S 5/2/2019  

5/8/2019

5/8/2019  

5/14/2019

5/14/2019     

5/21/2019

5/27/2019

294 Speaker Scheer Appropriate funds for expenses of Nebraska State 

Government for the biennium ending June 30, 

2021

AP 2/26/2019 - S 5/2/2019  

5/8/2019

5/9/2019  

5/14/2019

5/15/2019     

5/21/2019

5/27/2019

298 Speaker Scheer Repeal funds and authorize, provide, change and 

eliminate fund transfer provisions

AP 2/26/2019 - S 5/2/2019  

5/8/2019

5/8/2019  

5/14/2019

5/14/2019     

5/21/2019

5/27/2019

299 Speaker Scheer Change Cash Reserve Fund provisions AP 2/26/2019 - M 5/2/2019  

5/8/2019

5/9/2019  

5/14/2019

5/15/2019     

5/21/2019

5/27/2019

302 Hughes Merge the State Energy Office with and rename 

the Department of Environmental Quality

NR 1/30/2019 M S 2/1/2019  

2/7/2019

2/13/2019     

2/21/2019

2/27/2019     

3/15/2019

3/21/2019

307 Albrecht Change provisions relating to certain Department 

of Environmental Quality funds

NR 1/31/2019 - S 2/1/2019  

2/8/2019

2/13/2019     

2/21/2019

2/27/2019     

3/7/2019

3/12/2019

319 Moser Change provisions relating to notices, rules and 

regulations of the Department of Natural 

Resources

NR 2/6/2019 - S 2/11/2019     

2/13/2019

2/21/2019     

3/1/2019

3/6/2019  

3/15/2019

3/21/2019

573 Hansen, M. Change provisions relating to agreements under 

the Intergovernmental Risk Management Act

BC 3/18/2019 IPPD 

3/19/2019

- O

53 Scheer Change and provide duties for landowners or their 

tenants relating to removal of a blockage or 

obstruction in a watercourse and provide for court 

costs and attorney's fees

NR 2/14/2019 IPPD     

3/6/2020

M M

2019 BILLS (Approved / Killed)

GENERAL  

FILE

SELECT  

FILE

FINAL 

READING

GOVERNOR 

SIGN
BILL INTRODUCER COMMITTEE HEARING ACTIONDESCRIPTION

2019 BILLS (Carried Over)

See 2020 Introduced Bills starting on Page 3

(NRD Issue Related Bills)

Nebraska's 106th Legislature
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POSITION

NRD NARD
GENERAL  

FILE

SELECT  

FILE

FINAL 

READING

GOVERNOR 

SIGN
BILL INTRODUCER COMMITTEE HEARING ACTIONDESCRIPTION

128 Hughes Provide for Wildlife Conservation Plates TR 2/5/2019 IPPD     

2/26/2020

M M

134 Stinner Provide levy authority and duties for natural 

resources districts

RV 1/30/2019 S S

148 Groene Change requirements for public hearings on 

proposed budget statements and notices of 

meetings of public bodies

GM 2/6/2019 - O 3/5/2019     

1/15/2020

1/23/2020     

1/31/2020

2/4/2020     

2/6/2020

2/12/2020

150 Brewer Change provisions relating to access to public 

records and provide for fees

GM 2/8/2019 S S

158 Brewer Change provisions relating to the assessed value 

of real property

RV 1/24/2019 O O

163 Hunt Permit counties to conduct elections by mail GM 3/6/2019 - M

204 Briese Require approval of voters for bonds under the 

Interlocal Cooperation Act

GM 1/24/2019 - O

261 DeBoer Require use of redistricting maps drawn using 

state-issued computer software

EX 2/14/2019 M M

283 Pansing Brooks Provide for a climate change study.   ***PRIORITY 

BILL***

EX 2/11/2019 S O 2/19/2020

336 Hansen, M. Change the vote requirement to exceed certain 

budget limitations

GM 3/7/2019 S S

367 Hughes Eliminate provisions relating to fund transfers and 

change a termination date under the Nebraska 

Litter Reduction and Recycling Act

GM 3/7/2019 - S

368 Hughes Eliminate over appropriated river basins, 

subbasins and reaches

NR 2/20/2019 IPPD     

3/6/2020

M S

386 Erdman Change provisions relating to cash reserves under 

the Nebraska Budget Act

GM 2/21/2019 M O

412 Geist Require an election regarding creation of a joint 

public agency

GM 2/7/2019 O O

552 McDonnell Change provisions relating to the Nebraska Tree 

Recovery Program

AP 3/4/2019 S O

581 Albrecht Require the use of generally accepted accounting 

principals in preparing budgets under the 

Nebraska Budget Act

GM 3/20/2019 O O

606 Groene Provide for water augmentation projects and 

retention of water rights as prescribed 

***PRIORITY BILL***

NR 3/14/2019 IPPD     

3/6/2020

- O

632 Hughes Clarify a statutory reference relating to rural water 

districts.  ***PRIORITY BILL***

NR 2/28/2019 - M 3/6/2020

712 Friesen Prohibit joint entities and joint public agencies 

from taking action against representative for their 

speech

JU 3/14/2019  - M
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POSITION

NRD NARD
GENERAL  

FILE

SELECT  

FILE

FINAL 

READING

GOVERNOR 

SIGN
BILL INTRODUCER COMMITTEE HEARING ACTIONDESCRIPTION

729 Walz Adopt the Soil Health and Productivity Incentive 

Act

AG 2/19/2019 M O

769 Gragert Change provisions relating to membership on the 

Nebraska Natural Resources Commission

NR 1/29/2020 S S 2/25/2020

802 Hughes State a legislative finding and declaration relating 

to the right to use ground water

NR O S

829 Erdman Change provisions relating to certain in lieu of tax 

payments made by the Gane and Parks 

Commission

RV 2/21/2020 M M

845 Groene Change procedures for water augmentation 

projects under an integrated man agent plan

NR 2/20/2020 O O

855 Moser Eliminate legislative confirmation of certain 

members of the Niobrara Council

NR 1/29/2020 M M

856 Moser Extend sunset of the Petroleum Release Remedial 

Action Cash Fund

NR 1/23/2020 S S

857 Lowe Require state agency review of rules and 

regulations

GM 1/31/2020 M M

859 Hughes Change provisions relating to qualifications and 

terms of office for certain Game and Parks 

Commission members

NR 2/6/2020 IPPD 

3/6/2020

O S

860 Hughes Change Game and Parks Commission district 

limits and designations as prescribed

NR 2/6/2020 O S

861 Hughes Change provisions of the Integrated Solid Waste 

Management Act with respect to consumer 

merchandise and containers

NR 2/12/2020 O M 2/27/2020

863 Hughes Limit ownership of land by the Game and Parks 

Commission

NR 1/30/2020 O M

890 Hilgers Provide for water, wastewater, utility, and sewer 

construction projects under the Political 

Subdivision Construction Alternatives Act

GM 1/23/2020 M S 
w/Amendment 

to add NRDs to 

list of political 

subdivisions

2/10/2020

904 Bolz Provide for use of the Water Sustainability Fund 

for sustainable use of water in food production and 

transfer general funds

NR WD   

1/15/2020

905 DeBoer Provide for a fee on single-use checkout bags and 

for a program to provide reusable checkout bags 

to the public

RV 1/30/2020 S M

921 Hilkemann Provide for The Good Life is Outside plates TR 2/10/2020 M M

2020 BILLS
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NRD NARD
GENERAL  

FILE

SELECT  

FILE

FINAL 

READING

GOVERNOR 

SIGN
BILL INTRODUCER COMMITTEE HEARING ACTIONDESCRIPTION

1003 Walz Provide annexation powers to cities of the second 

class and villages for relocation due to 

catastrophic flooding.  ***PRIORITY BILL***

UR 2/18/2020 M M 3/6/2020  

3/11/2020

1008 Speaker Scheer Provide, change, and eliminate provisions relating 

to appropriations.

AP 1/29/2020 M M 3/10/2020     

3/12/2020

1009 Speaker Scheer Provide for transfer of funds, repeal a fund, and 

change use of a fund

AP 1/29/2020 M M 3/10/2020     

3/12/2020

1010 Speaker Scheer Change Cash Reserve Fund provisions AP 1/29/2020 M M

1024 Clements Change provisions of the Intergovernmental Risk 

Management Act

BC M M

1026 Bolz Appropriate funds to the University of Nebraska  

(Replacement for LB 904)

AP 2/12/2020 M M

1054 Kolterman Define the required beginning date and change 

deferment of payment provisions under certain 

retirement plans ***PRIORITY BILL***

RE 2/5/2020 M S 2/6/2020  

2/10/2020

2/12/2020      

2/21/2020

2/25/2020

1072 Hughes Authorize certain natural resources districts to 

issue flood protection bonds and use bond 

proceeds as prescribed

NR 2/5/2020 S S

1167 Albrecht Require members of the public to be allowed to 

speak at each meeting subject to the Open 

Meetings Act.

GM 2/20/2020 M O

1193 Linehan Change election provisions for certain bond issue, 

tax levy and property tax limitation questions

GM 2/12/2020 M M

1195 Morfeld Change provisions regarding acces to public 

records

GM 2/21/2020 M M

1201 Bostelman Create the Flood Mitigation and Planning Task 

Force (Included in LB 632)

NR 2/5/2020 S S 3/4/2020

1211 Hansen, B. Change requirements for the preparation of 

proposed budget statements

GM M O

1212 Hansen, B. Adopt the Property Tax Request Act RV 2/27/2020 O O

LR8CA Linehan Constitutional amendment to limit the total amount 

of property tax revenue that may be raised by 

political subdivisions

RV 2/27/2019 O O

LR12CA Vargas Constitutional amendment to change legislators' 

salaries

EX 2/6/2019 -

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS
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NRD NARD
GENERAL  

FILE

SELECT  

FILE

FINAL 

READING

GOVERNOR 

SIGN
BILL INTRODUCER COMMITTEE HEARING ACTIONDESCRIPTION

LR285CA Brewer Constitutional amendment to provide for use of 

lottery proceeds for prison overcrowding prior to 

use for the Nebraska Environmental Trust Act

GA WD   

1/21/2020

LR288 Slama Urge Congress and the United States Corps of 

Engineers to prioritize flood control as a top 

priority for the management of water systems 

under their authority in the Missouri River 

Mainstream Reservoir System Control Manual. 

***PRIORITY RESOLUTION***

NR 2/6/2020 ADOPTED  

2/27/2020

M S

LR294 Kolowski Review various climate-related findings and 

acknowledge an anthropogenic climate and 

ecological crisis

NR 2/20/2020 M

LR300CA Erdman Constitutional amendment to prohibit all forms of 

taxation other than a consumption tax  

***PRIORITY RESOLUTION***

RV M O

254 McCollister Adopt the Fair Chance Hiring Act BL 2/4/2019 - 2/14/2019       

2/20/2019

2/26/2019      

3/7/2019

3/12/2019

311 Crawford Adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave 

Insurance Act      ***PRIORITY BILL***

BL 2/4/2019 - 3/7/2019

311A Crawford Adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave 

Insurance Act      ***PRIORITY BILL***

5/15/2019 - 5/15/19

WATCH LIST
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