
Preparing for the Biden Administration’s Changes to Environmental Policy, Climate 
Change, Environmental Justice, and Enforcement 
Virtual seminar presented by REGFORM (Regulatory Environmental Group for Missouri), 
March 24, 2021 
--Tracy Zayac, Stormwater/Watershed Specialist 

I attended the above-named seminar on March 24, 2021, to learn more about what we might 
expect in the environmental area at the federal level, with the change in administration.  
Following is a short summary of points that may intersect with District activities in the coming 
years, organized by topic. 

EPA, state, and stakeholder relations 
• “Cooperative federalism” can continue to be the model for federal-state interactions

o Transparent communication is key, and relationship goes both ways

Environmental justice 
• Becoming more clearly important to consider community relationships in every area you

affect, not just “fenceline neighbors”
o Key message: Take a more expansive view of environmental justice, stay engaged,

and really understand the relationship with your community.
 Listen to the community and be prepared to address their questions (i.e., what

they actually want to know vs. what you think they want to know)
 Plan your message and collaborate with local media to ensure right information is

getting out—particularly key in smaller media markets
• Total community burden of a proposed project will become a more important

consideration in, e.g., EPA permitting processes
o Likely to show up more at the federal than state level, at least in the short term
o Legislation currently in the House (CLEAN Futures Act) will, among other things,

define “environmental justice”, “community-based science”, and other terms that are
becoming increasingly commonplace in environmental regulatory discussions

Climate change 
• Biden administration focused on “all-government” climate action—motor

vehicles/transport will come first, but actions anticipated in other sectors, too
• Social cost of carbon may become part of EPA cost/benefit analysis for permit

applications and regulations
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Rulemaking and new rules, laws, or policies 
• More than 50 Trump-administration rules are currently under review, per Biden executive

order
o Whether these rules will stand as they are, revert to previous versions, or be

completely rewritten will be case-specific
• New rules on environmental justice, PFAS, water quality, and more will be coming

o NEPA:  cumulative impacts may become a criterion in required analysis
• Expansion of science that agency can use as informative (if not always decisional)

o includes incorporating community-based science
• One big question:  how to deal with scientific uncertainty and make decisions

notwithstanding that uncertainty
o This is as much an outreach/science communication question as a policy question,

and one that any science-related organization should be thinking about.
• Everyone’s favorite:  WOTUS

o Navigable waters protection rule currently in effect for all states
 Will continue to be true unless a court enjoins the rule

o EPA will likely revisit and look at the Trump administration’s categories of water and
definitions
 Look for changes to definitions of “tributary” and “wetlands”
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