
Memorandum 

Date: April 10, 2026 
To: Directors 
From: Steve Herdzina, Water Resources Coordinator 

Subject: Water Resources Subcommittee Meeting Minutes – April 2026 

The Water Resources Subcommittee met on April 9, 2026, at the NRD office, at 5:30 pm. Subcommittee 
members present included Directors Jacobson - committee chair, Baker, Eagan, Hellerich, Peterson, Ruth, 
Schutz, and Spangler. Board Chair Bob Andersen was present. NRD staff present were David Potter,  Steve 
Herdzina, Maclane Scott, and Dick Ehrman. Others present were legal counsel Corey Wasserburger and Steve 
Owen and Tim Zach from the City of Lincoln. Director Jacobson called the meeting to order at 5:34 pm. A 
quorum was present for the meeting.  

A. Consideration of Variance Request #019 [ACTION]–
Steve Herdzina, Water Resources Coordinator discussed a received variance application from the
City of Lincoln Transportation and Utilities. The City is currently installing a water pipeline from
the Platte River to their treatment facility in Ashland. As part of the pipeline installation project, the
water table elevation needs to be temporarily lowered to enable construction activities. The City is
planning to install up to 123 dewatering wells, to be used in clusters of 6-8 wells at a time for 1-3
weeks per cluster. This project is underway in Papio NRD, and once the contractor for the City has
completed their work on the East side of the river, they plan to begin activities in the Lower Platte
South NRD. Typically, dewatering wells for this type of construction are installed without a permit
from the NRD or the state as long as their use does not exceed 90 days. The wells are closer than
600 feet to existing wells at Willow Point Community. The City is requesting a variance to allow
them to install and use the wells without the 600 foot spacing protection. They are also requesting to
be exempt from some of the Class 5 well permit analysis, including the 72-hour pump test, the 20
impact study, and the quality testing. They have provided modeling that was reviewed by Staff
indicating that their pumping activities are not expected to cause any adverse affects to nearby
existing domestic wells at Willow Point. Finally, the variance process requires signed
acknowledgement from adjacent landowners to the variance request. Due to the seasonality of
Willow Point, the City is asking for a waiver from this requirement. The city has provided evidence
of attempts to contact the adjoining landowners. Questions were answered by staff and by Steve
Owen from the City of Lincoln. Owen also explained the reason for the variance request; citing the
need for pipeline redundancy for future water demand protection and indicated that this site was
chosen to meet the need of separation from existing infrastructure. Along with the variance request,
the Subcommittee was also provided a report from the applicant on anticipated nearby well
drawdown and a memo by Dick Ehrman (NRD Geologist) providing analysis of that drawdown
report.
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It was moved by Hellerich, seconded by Baker, and unanimously approved by the Water Resources 
Subcommittee to recommend that the Board of Directors grant a waiver to the required signed 
acknowledgments from all adjacent landowners and well owners (Section P, Rule 1.f) and approve the 
variance from the City of Lincoln Transportation and Utilities for the Late Class 5 well permit specifically 
exempting the 72-hour pumping test requirement, the water quality sampling, and the 20-year 
hydrogeologic report (Section C, Rule 2.f.i.A.3-5) and allow them to locate this well within 600 feet of 
existing wells with the same or higher preference of use (Section C, Rule 10.a). 

Motion Passed 8-0 

B. Consideration of Late Class 5 Well Permit from City of Lincoln, Lincoln Transportation and
Utilities [ACTION]

Maclane Scott, Water Resources Technician presented a Late Class 5 well permit application for the City of 
Lincoln. This item is contingent on Item B being approved as the requirements of the Class 5 permit cannot be 
completed without the variance. Scott provided information that some of the wells have currently been drilled 
but not used and explained some conditions that the NRD could condition the permit with to ensure compliance 
with the application, including providing logs for each of the 123 wells, not installing more than 123 wells 
without contacting the District, and decommissioning the wells after project completion without applying for 
cost-share assistance from the District.  

It was moved by Eagan, seconded by Hellerich, and unanimously approved by the Water Resources 
Subcommittee to recommend that the Board of Directors grant preliminary approval for permit LPS-
260475 and authorize the LPSNRD general manager the ability to issue final approval of LPS-260475, 
subject to identified conditions. 

Motion Passed 8-0 

Staff Report – Upcoming GWMP Open House Meetings [NO ACTION]–  
Steve Herdzina informed the Subcommittee about upcoming Ground Water Management Plan Revision Open 
House meetings. The first open house is scheduled for Wednesday, May 13th from 9:00-10:30, at the LPSNRD 
Office and the second open house is scheduled for Thursday, April 14th from 6:00-7:30, at the Elmwood Fire 
Hall. Both meetings will have the same presentation. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:19 pm. 

Enclosures 

Cc:  Bob Andersen 
Corey Wasserburger 
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REQUEST FOR VARIANCE
Landowner Name: __________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________  Phone:(________)___________

City: _____________________________ State & Zip:______________________________

Field Information:

Legal: ____ ¼, Section ____, Township ____, Range _____,__________________ County

Groundwater Rules and Regulations:   Section_____________      Rule_______________

Explanation of Variance Request (Use additional pages if needed):

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

Required Attachments:

Aerial Photo (required) Y N 

Map of Adjoining Landowners (Name and Addresses) Y N  

Signed Acknowledgement of Notice by Adjoining Landowners / Well owners  Y N 

Non-refundable $500 Variance Request Fee  Y N 

Landowner Signature:  ____________________________________  Date:  ______________

LPSNRD Use Only:
LPSNRD Approval: ________________________________________  Date:  _____________

N13 E1032 Saunders

1. Request for variance from Section C, Rule 10(a) prohibiting new water wells within
600 feet of an existing registered water wall

City of Lincoln Transportation and Utilities

2021 N 27th

Lincoln NE 68503

402   441-5925

C 2F, 10

2. Request for a waiver to Section P, Rule 1(f) requiring the variance request to include

signed acknowledgement of notice by the adjoining landowners and water well owners

3. Request for variance from Section C, Rule 2(f)(i)(A)(3-5) requiring a 72-hour acquifer test

water quality samples, and 20-year impact analysis.

(see attached for additional explanation)

Note that signature below includes both ownership and property rights by easement..

03/31/2026
Steve R. Owen Digitally signed by Steve R. Owen 

Date: 2026.03.31 12:36:05 -05'00'

A
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Explanation of Variance Request 

1. Request for variance from Section C, Rule 10(a) prohibiting new water wells within 600 feet of an
existing registered water wall

a. The temporary dewatering wells near the Willow Point community will be in place from the
time of drilling to decommissioning for longer than 90 days, however each well is intended
to be in use for less than 90 days to dewater the pipeline excavation. A highly conservative
analysis has been completed and is attached showing no adverse operational e ects to the
water availability or performance of the domestic wells within 600 feet. 

2. Request for a waiver to Section P, Rule 1(f) requiring the variance request to include signed
acknowledgement of notice by the adjoining landowners and water well owners

a. The City has taken great lengths to notify the adjoining landowners within the Willow Point
community, including meeting with the Willow Point Homeowners Association, negotiating
a specific agreement related to the dewatering operations, sending certified letters to all
adjoining landowners and water well owners within 600 ft, and sending letters to all Willow
Point residents at their listed mailing and site address. However, due to this community
being a seasonal community with many of the residents not living on location year-round,
this request to waive the acknowledgement requirement is to account for the possibility
that some landowners and water well owners may not provide acknowledgement of notice.

3. Request for variance from Section C, Rule 2(f)(i)(A)(3-5) requiring a well log, water level
measurement, aquifer test, water quality samples, and hydrogeologic analysis report

a. The temporary dewatering wells are intended to be in use for less than 90 days to dewater
the pipeline excavation. Because of the temporary nature of the dewatering wells, many of
the application requirements are not applicable, specifically:

i. Section C, Rule 2(f)(i)(A)(3) requires a 72-hour aquifer test. A 72-hour aquifer test
was not performed as this type of test is used to determine the long-term
production of a permanent well.  As these wells are not permanent, it was not
necessary to determine the long-term production capacity.

ii. Section C, Rule 2(f)(i)(A)(4) requires water quality samples to be collected at the end
of a 24-hour pump test. Because the purpose of these well is to dewater a pipeline
excavation, water quality samples are not necessary to verify the quality of the
groundwater source. Furthermore, a dewatering discharge permit has already been
obtained from the Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment.

iii. Section C, Rule 2(f)(i)(A)(5) requires a hydrogeologic analysis report considering the
impact of the proposed withdrawal on current groundwater users and a minimum
twenty (20) year impact on the aquifer. Because these dewatering wells are not
permanent and will be decommissioned after their intended use, a twenty-year
impact is not necessary. 

A
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